Press release

designpreis 2014
halle

INTERNATIONAL
DESIGN COMPETITION

Winners of Designpreis Halle 2014
have received their awards

The two second prizes went to Estel Alcaraz Sancerni
from Barcelona for her foldable rainboots and to Shira
Kerat from Israel for a collection of serving platters and
vessels from Carrara marble that show the morphology of
a rock exposed to water. The four honourable mentions
went to designers from Paris, Hamburg, Münster and
Troyes (France).

Exhibition at the Stadtbad Halle shows international
designs on the topic Water
Halle (Saale), 3 June 2014. The winners of the
international award Designpreis Halle were announced
at a splendid award ceremony with some 300 invited
guests at the city ’s historic baths, the Stadtbad, on the
evening of 3 June. The nominated designs come from
eight different countries: Spain, France, Israel, India,
South Korea, Austria, Switzerland and Germany, with
Halle also represented. They will be on display at the
Stadtbad until 22 June.
The award has been offered for the third time and comes
with prize money of altogether 10,000 Euros. It honours
outstanding design products, ideas and concepts on the
topic of Water – design ideas from all over the world that
examine the resource and source of all life in a creative
and intense way.
A jury composed of acclaimed experts nominated 19
competition entries for the award and the exhibition and
selected the winners amongst them. One first and two
second prizes as well as four honourable mentions were
awarded. Amongst them are products for improving
everyday life, new communication strategies, socially
and ecologically conscious projects as well as concepts
that can turn so-called bad weather into a pleasant
experience.
The first prize went to Cologne-based designer Emanuel
Steffens who created »Drink Don ’t Carry«, a collection of
water glasses that suggests to turn tap water into a
brand.

Offering this award had already been a great success:
some 340 entries were sent to Halle from 41 countries.
The jury was most impressed with the internationality of
a competition that had attracted entries from all
continents but also with the clear intention to examine
water as an element, to improve the quality of life and to
change our ways with humorous or poetic suggestions.
The exhibition was opened on the evening of the award
ceremony and will be on display from 4 June until 22
June, 2014. It presents the works of all nominated
contestants at Halle ’s Stadtbad.
For the triennial worldwide design competition, curator
Professor Vincenz Warnke of Burg Giebichenstein
University of Art and Design Halle selects a special,
topically related site in Halle in order to place a
temporary spotlight on that site. In the case of the old
transformer station at Hallmarkt, this led to a reactivation and eventually to a contemporary conversion of the
building. With the precious support of Halle ’s mayor Dr.
Bernd Wiegand, the city ’s historic baths were made
available for the occasion. This architectural monument ’s
future application is being discussed intensely at the
moment.
Manifestations of the upcoming exhibition have been
visible in Halle for several days. At the Roter Turm, a
historic tower in the market place, a banner with
swimming star Paul Biedermann has been raised. He too
is a supporter of Designpreis Halle.
Enormous drinking straws represent the topic of Water
and transform a number of other places and fountains
into eye-catchers.

First Prize
The first prize, which carries a prize money of 4,000
Euros, went to Emanuel Steffens for his contribution
»Drink Don ’t Carry«. The communication designer from
Cologne created a collection of water glasses which
present tap water as a brand product.
»Drink Don ’t Carry« plays with regional synonyms for tap
water, such as »Kraneberger« (in North Rhine-Westphalia), »Rohrperle« (in Berlin and Hamburg), »Leitinger«
(in Munich), »Heimquell« (in East Germany) and
»Hahneburger« (in Southern Germany). Reintroduced as
tap water brands, they invite to consider this everyday
product afresh. The collection of water glasses, which is
inscribed with the names of fictitious water brands,
visualizes the quality and value of tap water and invites
to enjoy it every day.

Second Prize
The second prize is shared by Spanish designer Estel
Alcaraz Sancerni and Israeli product and interior
designer Shira Keret. They receive 2,000 Euros each.
Estel Alcaraz Sancerni convinced the jury with her
creation, a set of foldable rain boots that are especially
lightweight and space-saving. As a reference to the
limited space in a tin of sardines, she named them
»Sardines«. The boots can be custom-made so that one
can choose a colour and kind of rubber. The choice of
recyclable raw materials as well as the concept of the
foldable rain boots makes this idea attractive in the field
of eco-design. Estel Alcaraz Sancerni heads the design
and communication department of EDSE Inventiva S.L.
(Modular-Urbikes) in Barcelona, Spain.
Shira Keret wins with her serving platters and vessels
made from Carrara marble which show the morphology of
a rock exposed to water. She used a water-jet cutting
system to imitate natural processes and to create
unpredictable, organic and unique shapes that way. Shira
Keret is an Israeli product and space designer and has
been a member of the design group Four ’n’ Five since
2010. They are based in Jaffa port, Tel Aviv, Israel.
￼￼￼

Four Honourable Mentions
The four honourable mentions that were awarded each
come with prize money of 500 Euros. They go to
designers from Paris, Hamburg, Münster and Troyes.
Product designer and scenographer Mathilde Gullaud
from Paris developed concrete slabs that show a pattern
when it rains. While a simple act of nature takes place,
»Louis« transforms public squares into spaces for
observation. That way, urban spaces come alive for a
brief moment in an uncontrollable way. Mathilde Gullaud
works as a product designer and scenographer in Paris,
France.
With her entry »On the Trail of the Hidden Water«, Lisa
Merk from Münster designed tags that state the quantity
of water necessary to produce a particular grocery on
a shop shelf. These enable consumers to decide how
often they want to buy products with a very high water
consumption, such as meat or coffee. Lisa Merk is a
student trainee in the Graphics department at
Coppenrath Verlag, Münster, Germany.

Esther Stühmer from Hamburg created the raincoat
»Wassermarsch«. Its three-dimensional surface leads
the water away from the body. But there is a second
advantage to the forming process: No tucks and seams
are necessary, so that water cannot enter at these
points. With her coat, the designer transforms the
unpleasantly wet experience of being »left out in the
rain« into a pleasant one. Together with Babro Scholz,
Esther Stühmer is the joint owner of the design office
Stühmer | Scholz in Hamburg, Germany.
Charlotte Degry and Camille Mabboux from Troyes,
France, asked themselves what happens if water is
extracted from organic material. In impressive pictures,
they document how water is extracted from mushrooms,
vegetables and fruit. What lingers quietly in the mind is
the question of what we would look like, how we would
wither away without water. Charlotte Degry and Camille
Mabboux study Global Design and Management, M.A., at
the Ècole Supérieure de Design in Troyes, France.

Competition Entries
from Halle (Saale), Germany
Amongst the competition entries there are also a number
of contributions from Halle. Elias-Kilian Schmidt and
Andreas Pilarski study Industrial Design, M.A., at Burg
Giebichenstein University of Art and Design Halle. For
their design »Learn to Drink«, they combined glass
carafes with wood, leather and cotton in order to animate
people to drink water more often and more consciously.
In her video »o.T. (Untitled)«, liberal media artist Frauke
Rahr from Halle shows a few moments of a jog through
the park along the river. In the meantime, the surroundings change rapidly. There is no time to adapt to a flood ’s
rising waters.

Exhibition venue
Stadtbad Halle, Schimmelstraße 1,
06108 Halle (Saale), Germany

Opening times
June 4 to June 22
Monday through Friday: 2 p.m. – 7 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Admission free.

Designpreis Halle e.V.

Cultural Program

The registered society Designpreis Halle (Saale) e.V.
brings together economy, designers and the public. It
intends to sharpen the awareness of excellent design and
to create an incentive for young designers to present
their works to a wider audience. The award is offered
every three years by Designpreis Halle (Saale) e.V. and is
presented together with the City of Halle, the region ’s
economic partners and Burg Giebichenstein University of
Art and Design Halle.

A series of events accompanying the exhibition will start
on 5 June, offering numerous cultural activities as well as
the possibility to see the historic baths in a different
light.
•

5 June at 8 p.m.
»Lore Lay vs. Loreley« – a musical performance of
Bachpreis winner Marie Friederike Schöder
combined with prose about Loreley

Designpreis Halle – the name acknowledges our
commitment to Halle and wants to boost its profile as the
site of a varied and innovative economic and scientific
scene. The intention of the award is to act as an
ambassador for Halle ’s creative scene which attracts
young and fresh ideas from around the world as a great
field of inspiration. After the successful premiere of
Designpreis Halle 2007 with some 19,000 visitors to the
exhibition, the registered society Designpreis Halle
(Saale) e.V. was founded.

•

10 June at 8 p.m.
»Ich finde dich in allen diesen Dingen« – an evening
programme on Rainer Maria Rilke by and with Julian
Eilenberger

•

12 June at 8 p.m.
A saxophone concert with Marwin Gaube and his
band »Beatgemeinschaft«

•

17 June at 8 p.m.
»Chansons aus aller Welt« – a concert with Toralf
Friesecke (accordion) and Ulrike Kleint (singing) as
the duo »Kalina Grammophon«

•

19 June at 8 p.m.
»In trüben Gewässern heiter fischen« – a reading
with Ralf Meyer, Mario Schneider, Michael Blochwitz
and Melanie Zimmermann

•

22 June, starting at 1 p.m.
Closing matinée with champagne reception and
musical delights; a benefit event to promote the
conservation of the Stadtbad

Jury
The jury of Designpreis Halle 2014 is composed of
experts from different fields who are amongst the leading
authorities on the international design scene. Tulga
Beyerle, for instance, has until recently co-organized the
Vienna Design Week and is now the new director of the
Museum of Decorative Arts in Dresden. Entrepreneur Nils
Holger Moormann leads the well-known furniture
company of the same name which predominantly
produces designs of young designers.
University professors form the larger part of the jury:
Prof. Peter Raacke, who is now retired, taught design in
Hamburg, Ulm and Saarbrücken; Prof. Volker Albus
teaches at the Hochschule für Gestaltung Karlsruhe and
Prof. Axel Kufus was appointed professor at the Berlin
University of the Arts. Prof. Axel Müller-Schöll is rector of
Burg Giebichenstein University of Art and Design Halle
where he also teaches as does Prof. Vincenz Warnke.
Thomas Edelmann, who is based in Hamburg, works
as a reviewer and free journalist, keeping an eye on the
international developments in the field of design.
￼￼￼

Sponsors

Contact

Designpreis Halle 2014 was kindly supported by
numerous partners and sponsors.

Ingo Müller
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Stadt Halle
Stadtwerke Halle
Volksbank Halle (Saale)
IHK Halle-Dessau
Industrie- und Marketing-Club Mitteldeutschland
Edeka
Burg Giebichenstein Kunsthochschule Halle
Grafisches Centrum Cuno
Hallesche Wohnungsgenossenschaft »Freiheit«
Kathi
WMF
culturtraeger
Rotkäppchen
future Training & Consulting
Henschke und Partner
Wohn-Centrum Lührmann
Winzervereinigung Freyburg Unstrut
Radeberger
Alpha 2000
Digital Images
Halloren
Designhaus Halle
Apart Hotel

Phone +49 (0) 345 7751 – 538
imueller@burg-halle.de
Designpreis Halle (Saale) e.V.
Ernst-König-Straße 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Germany
www.designpreis-halle.de

